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Producing Hops |to Ihe rapid fluctuations of the market,
\m- liability of the erop st different
~ l-u(c- of development to damage or
complete ruin from vermin and unfav-
FEW MADE RICH. MANY POOR| orable weather conditions, to sy noth-
‘ln:n“hnlut-llnmml of money tied
S ‘up in the crop, the industry is m

ways has boen a most.

Prices Have Ranged from me\ Ina siogl yar price peog ey o

Cents 10 a Dollar: Acreage |!© JmP from five to shirty cents &
Fourth What It Was Once

| pound and vice versa. Crops of prime
l]\lllll\\' haryested within the past
twenty-five years and for which some
|growers were offered thirty, lo'ly or
The hop harsest in those towns or':;:';,":‘m‘:ﬁ:w e rled
Madison county that still stiek 1o the | ot ner UG i 0 some instances
mllullr;;":llﬂml\::(h greatly ll“llllllnl:lt‘-‘ were finally used for horse bedding.
with years in the past, ix
‘nu- on. Throughout the villages of the| -FoW if a8y of thoss growers who made
hop wetion the rattle of hop wag.|. Practiee of holding their erop for
¢ the oF day 1 now lieant: | higher prices and after it was ready for
. o, MaTket ever prolited from the custom
Xer than - dime socials . | (OF their experience either for that mat-
in the rural districts during the winter | 0r)» While on the other hand scores of
ey and througiot e conaly at one time well-to-do farmers have beca
+ ruined through hanging on (o their erop

loea
|ovey of every ghomer as well ax that of| o More money.

s family and all other available hely A few years sineo it was not at all un-
1is bent in secuning within as ittle Uime common to find growers of this class,
on possible bis | who hoarded their growthsof two, three

| and even five years, stored away in their
¥ season. will be the light. | kilos, in the vain hope that the market
st in many years and probably will not | might take an upward spurt and an op-
average mare than X pounds to the portunity be atlorded to secure as much
acre, as agaiost an average yield of seven | or more than was offored at the time
or scht bandred Uat s onlinarly |of ibe (harvet Many of these
picked. However, the qual « said to ** chronic holders,” as they were Ic-ed
be first rate aod as most of the erop is|by their neighbors aad 3
on the top of the poles the picking ix|sre today entirely penniless ud will
Rood | melancholy relate how Ilf\u-n twenty

It requires seven bushels to il the or thirty years ago they “owned

|standard box. Although consisting of | best hop farm in town;" that their erop
| seven bushels of green hops, a bos of| of hops held over for one season would

|hops after being Aol shrinks up to| have, if %okl at the right time, paid
only twelvé pounda. Iiekers aro paid |every eeat of their indebtedness and
from 5 cents per box with board ' permit them placing one, two, five o

|3 % cents when the pickers work near | perhaps ten or fifteen thousand dollars
‘Imm-- and hoanl themselve Pole pull- in the baok. Bul the crops were held
|ers, or bos ers, teceive $1.25 per on to with the hope of receiving, a.

day and board, and #! when they little later, more money and .

larger | always made the hop industry & most

A whieh com pelled hundreds who had
not previously been driven out of the
business, to plow up their yards, were

the years named. However, between the
first and last years referred 10 hops sold
duriog February of several years withih
that period for from 25 10 65 cents per
pound.

These rapid Hluctuations in prices, the
reason for which may be attributed to
many causes, the heavy expense for
growing and harvesting, the speculative
features growing out of the uncertainty
of prices as well a8 of yiekl and the
large extent in which many farmers en-
a|gaged in the business, is what has

try, ia fact,

boand themselves. A home picker will price than had been paid thei

earn anywhere from a dollar to $2.50 the farm was mor 110 meet the
v, depending upon the * picking | heavy expenses of producing last sea-
the nimbleness of the picker. son’s growth; perhaps the next crop
%0, when nearly every farmer in | was a failure or prices ruled below cost
and around the village raise:d hops and | of production, and maybe, not profiting
it was considered the proper thing for by one year's experiencein holding, the

Ancient Cobble Stone Hop Kiln Just South of Eaton Village

everybody, from the village belle to the | grower after being offered a good price
stakd oWl maid, a2 well as the matrons| for hissecond erop hekd that sleo and in
of the best homes of the town, to get | time sold bis entire, and at one time
olt into the hop yards and hustle for valuable holdings, for little or nolhmg.
their bealth (and ineidentally for *pin | and-lost his tarm.
money), records of from five wn\ Such is the lncerulnly and risks con-
hoxes pieked between sun rise and sun | neeted with what until recently was
dgwn, were not at all uncommon. |the county's greatest industry. Chaptors
However, through the rapd reduetion | might be written of the financial wreck:
of acreage that has taken place \|unn|¢ at one time wealthy and influential
the past dozen years there are compar- | farmers, who are uow reduced to pau-
atively few hops in this section to har- | perism, as a result of their years of
vestand few villagers now cngage.in the | elfort and speculation in the production
health giving and to many epngenial oc- | of hops on a large scale.
cupation. | Perhaps in no one year were so many
Twenty years ago there was searcely | growers ruined while others were made
a farm, however small, within a mile or | rich, only a few of the latter though, as
%0 of the eounty seat that did not | Juring the memorable season of 188384,
grow from throe o thirty acres of hops. | « the dollar a pound year,” when with &
At present there is_not to exceed hall 8| big crop the price of hops within a few
dozen yards in the xame torritory and | months jumped from 40 cents to s dol
on every hand may be scen negleeted lar per pound. Probably the large
Mp kilns and mammoth stacks of un- 1 majority of growers that season received.
poles—giving sileat testimony 0| for their crop a price in the neighbor-
-Imrer departed and at one time rich | hoad of 50 cents, while a few lucky ones
commuuity’s most important and ak | who let go at the proper time received
ways fascinating industry. dollar, or even better. However, the
‘The decline of the hop industry has  effect of these phenomenally hich priees;
been equally as marked in every other | were in the end ruinous and demoraliz-
town in the state’s hop produciog | ing. Some growers in their eager, and
distriet and it is safe to say thatin Mad- | true to human nature, eraving fo &
isou county less than 25 ger ccut of the | still higher price, and after refusioga
aereage devoted to that erop twenty or | dollar or perhaps as high as a dollar ten
more years ago can be found in hops at | per pound for a bumper crop that had
present. them not more than ten cents per|
The counties maki e bop 0| pound. o produce, el to their crop
triet and whose sois are peculia and ia ¢ time sold all for  dollar or two
adapted to the eulture of this erop, con- | por
sista of Otsego, Madison and. Sehoharie.
While some hops are produced in the
country around Malone aad in one or
two towns in Lewis and Chenango coun-
ties, the balk of the famous York stato
hops have been produced in a belt with-
in the counties first name.
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have prevailed during late years and the.
more sure and easier profifs to be de-
vived from dairying.

a market almost free from old

the years n:

fittle less than & curse 10 the county.
While some_growers through close cal-
culating and fortunate selling have in
the end made money, hundreds have
been ruined, and it must be apparent to
the eareful observer that if the farmers
of the hop producing towns of Madison
county had never grown a hop but had
a

00 doubt but what they 'DIIM. on the
whole, be better contented, a better
tinanetal condition and show finer farms
aad bet! buiklings thaa at prescat.
Although most growers succeoded in
selling their crops of two or three sea-
few years since at. from 40 10 30
eents, it is becoming more evident each
year that owing to the heary production
on the Pacitie coast and manipulated
markets, coupled with the faet that
fewer hops are now required in the man-
ufacture of a given quantity of beer, the.
priees ruling for a period ten
frty ycarsago,are ot kel 1o

years

o onler w show the fluctuations in
s during the years the indusiry
this eounty was at its height, we give
in the following table the prices of state
hops as quoted o the New Yark mar-
ket during n-.— middle of February in
d, taken from Emmett
Wells” top Crealar, heing aa rdlv-
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not at all . While there is |every hand and not a few suicides aad
little or 0o puying at prescat, the best t
on not exceed fifteen

ol years in the lste 80's nd-ly'-




